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'The advent of the internet has made it possible for people of all walks of life, ethnic groups
and education levels, real time access to events anywhere in the world. Despite this, using
knowledge with potential for resolution is still a major challenge that became more evident
when the world was surprised by the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), which simultaneously
isolated and connected people, bringing the urgency of information on reliable scientific evidence
as the primary source for disease control.

In order to broaden the reflection on the theme, it is necessary, initially, to recall the
origin of modern nursing through the legacy of Florence Nightingale. From her return from
the Crimean War and her innovative stance, drawing on her experience and her records, she
gave rise to a vast collection of data and information. Upon analyzing them, she obtained the
recognition as a statistician and epidemiologist. She also demonstrated the first examples of the
interconnection between research, theory and practice in nursing, which currently resembles
evidence-based healthcarel.

Although Florence Nightingale was criticized for having “wasted”a lot of time writing during
the chaos of the war, only this way was it possible to carry out her entire feat, resulting in the
creation of nursing science and its influence in several areas of knowledge until contemporary

times'. The success of these records was due to the fact that she used the scientific method to
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record and analyze data, transform them into multidisciplinary and specific knowledge of nursing and, finally, have them
published and disseminated in appropriate media’.

'The current pandemic scenario is similar to that experienced by Nightingale, that is, a chaos in health care, which can
be compared to a “war scenario”. However, with technological structure and advanced norms that guarantee autonomy to
nursing, and taxonomies with their own language and favorable to the development of records capable of leveraging the
quality of care, teaching, research and the valorization of nursing.

The use of this set of tools organizes the data resulting from the observation of each patient affected by the
Sars-Cov-2 virus, optimizing the appreciation and the transformation in knowledge for contiguous consumption and
control of the pandemic. Undoubtedly, its application involves the epistemological dimension in the field of nursing®*. The
use of Nursing Care Systematization (NCS) is essential, because it proposes decision making by the nursing team based
on a scientific method and the production of safe and reliable data and information for current and future research.*.

The development of scientific and technological research in Brazil takes place mainly in post graduation programs>®.
A survey with bibliometric analysis of data from the first months of the pandemic concluded that no study was found
showing the nurse as the main author or even co-author, when considering national and international publications’. This
suggests a focus on assistance at the expense of publication and/or a distance between Academia and service. It weighs the
fact of the wealth of data and information that the nursing teams learn and that would serve or will serve as immeasurable
databases for research, teaching and production of scientific evidence, if they are properly registered.

Nursing seeks social and political visibility. However, the current scenario shows that there is still a lack of knowledge
and misinformation regarding the true role of nursing in the multidisciplinary health team® Thus, in order to be recognized
and valued, it is necessary to demonstrate, register, publish and disseminate technical, scientific and political articulation
with proactive attitudes, especially in situations of disorder in which nursing takes the front line.

The self-confidence, self-respect and self-esteem of nursing exposed by the press have not proved to be sufficient in
the face of pandemic chaos, and there is much to be done to achieve effective national and international recognition of the
category®. Despite the hard work that the class faces in the pandemic, it is essential to publish nursing information so that
it can reverberate in its consolidation as a science.

In the international year of nursing, the COVID-19 pandemic represents an opportunity to write a new chapter in its
history and show its value to the world. Perhaps the recognition and respect we long for are at “a pen and paper” distance,
like to our matriarch Florence Nightingale, two centuries ago. Finally, we leave for reflection the following question: What

story do we want posterity to know about nursing when facing Sars-Cov-2?
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